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            1. ISRAEL IN PROPHECY: Where Are the Lost Ten Tribes? 2. Booklet Draft--Rick Sherrod--February 1997 3. Chapter 1 4. “I Am Your Brother Joseph” 5. or 6. Who and Where Are the Lost Ten Tribes? 7. “I am Joseph!” (Genesis 45:3) (Slide #2134, 3322--“Joseph Recognized by His Brethren” by Baron Francois-Pascal Gerard (1770-1837). 8. Few statements could have made a more startling impact. The eleven middle-aged men already stood uncomfortably as mere merchant-traders--tenders of flocks and herds-- before the most powerful prime minister in the world. Now they truly were astonished and speechless. Could it be? What must have passed through the minds of these shocked and frightened listeners who, incidentally, were the very ones responsible for selling this Joseph into captivity in the first place? 9. The last time they knowingly had seen their brother, Joseph, was an impetuous and outspoken 17 year old. They had watched as he disappeared into the distance, no doubt vigorously protesting his sale into the hands of Midianite slave-traders (Genesis 37:12-28). How could those brothers have known the incredible adventures--the remarkable ups and downs through which their younger sibling had passed during the intervening two decades? 10. Certainly, Joseph’s experiences had been incredible: transported against his will to Egypt, the dominant power of that region of the world (Genesis 37:36); sold as a slave to a high- ranking Egyptian official and officer in the very court of Pharaoh (Genesis 39:1-6); gaining respectability and position in his newfound place in life, only to find himself falsely accused and whisked away to become an inmate in an Egyptian prison (Genesis 39:7-20); experiencing yet another unlikely rise in station in the midst of his incarceration to become the chief assistant of the prison warden (Genesis 39:21-23); moving literally from the prison to the palace, assuming the office of prime minister under the Pharaoh (Genesis 40-41); and now finally, dramatically revealing his true identity before the very brothers who had sold him into captivity more than 20 years before. 11. A more unbelievable tale hardly could have been contrived. More significantly, Joseph’s remarkable story was to become a forerunner of the precise experiences that his many descendants would undergo on a national scale over the millennia which were to follow. It is a tale which remains in process. One purpose of this very booklet is to make that story clear. 12. Meanwhile, back in the 18th century B.C. court of Pharaoh, until Joseph identified himself before his brothers, they knew nothing of the reality of his life after his enforced departure from home as the slave of a foreign people. For all they knew, he had long since died (cf. Genesis 44:28). Even if he was still alive, what chance would there have been that he had escaped the dehumanizing experience of his enslavement--of removal from the comfort of his homeland, denied the role of his father’s favorite son (slides #2138 (“Joseph Telling His Dream” by Rembrandt; #2133 “Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors” by Ford Madox Brown) to be treated instead as property to be bought and sold at the whim of his owner. Certainly, few 
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