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Pro-Criminal Attitudes and Recidivism

Abstract

*e revie8 t"e recent researc" literature on $ro-criminal
attitudes 9PCAs as a

causal 0actor o0 recidivism 8it" a 0ocus on studies on t"e
e00ectiveness o0 o00ender

treatment $ro2rams tar2etin2 PCAs to $revent recidivism' ;"e
main conclusions t"at

can 3e derived 0rom t"e literature are: 91 t"e evidence su$$orts
t"e "/$ot"esis t"at

PCAs are related to reo00endin2< 9 most investi2ated o00ender
treatment $ro2rams

tend to reduce PCAs, alt"ou2" t"e 2eneral lac( o0 ade=uate
control 2rou$ desi2ns does

not rule out alternative e$lanations 0or t"is reduction< and
96 t"ere is no conclusive

em$irical evidence t"at intervention $ro2rams desi2ned to reduce
PCAs are e00ective in

reducin2 recidivism' Em$irical researc" in t"is area lac(s t"e
t"eoretical and

met"odolo2ical ri2or to test causal models o0 t"e in0luence o0
treatment on reducin2

PCAs, and e00ects o0 PCAs on recidivism' %imitations o0 t"e
em$irical evidence are
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Pro-Criminal Attitudes, Intervention, and Recidivism

Crime-su$$ortive or $ro-criminal attitudes 9PCAs 0i2ure
$rominentl/ amon2 t"e

@Bi2 our crimino2enic needs in Andre8s and Bontas 91
Ris(-Need-Res$onsivit/

&odel o0 o00ender re"a3ilitation' In meta-anal/ses, it "as
3een consistentl/ s"o8n t"at

2eneral 9Andre8s + Bonta, 1 or o00encs-s$eci0ic 9Helmus, Hanson,
Ba3c"is"in, +

&ann, 16 PCAs are em$iricall/ related to recidivism 8it"
small to moderate e00ect

si?es' ;"eoreticall/, in criminolo2/, ./(es and &at?as 9145
Neutrali?ation ;"eor/

$ostulates t"at PCAs 9i'e', rationali?ations, Fusti0ications
$recede and cause criminal

3e"avior' ;o overcome t"e 3arriers erected 3/ sociali?ation and
to violate t"e la8 it is a

necessar/ condition to 0ind reasons or ecuses or to claim
s$ecial circumstances t"at

Fusti0/ ille2al 3e"avior' rom a $s/c"olo2ical $ers$ective, it
seems more $lausi3le t"at

t"e need 0or PCAs arises as a conse=uence o0 and not as a cause
0or criminal 3e"avior'
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t"e assum$tions t"at o00ender treatment $ro2rams can reduce
PCAs, and t"at t"is

reduction is conducive to o00ender re"a3ilitation'

Alt"ou2" t"ese assum$tions a3out PCAs are 8idel/ acce$ted in
criminolo2/ and

0orensic $s/c"olo2/, t"e/ can 3e critici?ed' or eam$le, t"e
un$leasant contradiction

3et8een ones o8n criminal 3e"avior and t"e (no8led2e o0 acce$ted
societal norms is

e$ected to 3e maimal in individuals 8"o are involved in a
criminal su3culture and

@normal civil li0e at t"e same time' 00enders 8"o are eclusivel/
immersed in a

criminal su3culture, and "ave 0e8 ties to le2al li0e, ma/ not
need to develo$ PCAs to

Fusti0/ t"eir 3e"avior' It seems, t"ere0ore, $lausi3le t"at some
o0 t"e most $roli0ic

o00enders "old relativel/ little PCAs as com$ared to @avera2e
o00enders' Counter-

intuitivel/, i0 o00ender treatment success0ull/ induces a more
$ositive evaluation o0

societal norms, t"e la8, and la8 en0orcement institutions, t"is
c"an2e ma/ increase
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realistic ne2ative sel0-conce$ts are t/$ical 0or $eo$le
su00erin2 0rom de$ression 9*are +

&ann, 1' Desistance researc" 9&aruna, 1 "as revealed
t"at criminals 8"o

desist 0rom crime mana2e to maintain a $ositive sel0-conce$t
8"ile 0indin2 ne8 8a/s to

ascri3e sense and meanin2 to t"eir lives 8it"out committin2
crimes' ;"ese em$irical

0indin2s su22est t"at an/ intervention to reduce PCAs s"ould
avoid creatin2 a

d/s0unctional identit/ 9i'e', condemnation scri$t<
&aruna, 1 t"at undermines

o00enders sel0-esteem and t"eir a3ilit/ to activel/ c"an2e t"eir
li0est/le'

1. Literature Review

Even t"ou2" it is 8idel/ acce$ted t"at PCAs increase t"e ris( o0
criminal 3e"avior

9Andre8s + Bonta, 1 t"is relations"i$ ma/ var/ across di00erent
t/$es o0 o00enders

and di00erent t/$es o0 PCAs' Alt"ou2" a reduction o0 PCAs in
o00enders s"ould 3e

2enerall/ conducive to $revent 0uture crimes, interventions
could also "ave un8anted
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rein0orce and maintain eac" ot"er in a $ositive 0eed3ac( loo$'
or t"e $ur$oses o0

o00ender treatment and re"a3ilitation, it is critical 8"et"er
PCAs $redict 0uture

o00endin2' In order to em$iricall/ con0irm t"e e00ectiveness o0
PCA intervention

$ro2rams it is necessar/ to s"o8 91 t"at an intervention
si2ni0icantl/ reduces PCAs

9Pat" D, and 9 t"at t"is c"an2e 8ould not "ave occurred 8it"out
t"e intervention

9Pat" C' ;"e second condition is not trivial: PCAs ma/ 3e
reduced 3/ t"e conviction or

detention as suc" or sim$l/ t"rou2" a2in2 o0 t"e o00ender durin2
incarceration' In order

to em$iricall/ demonstrate t"at an intervention "as caused t"e
e00ect, it is im$erative to

em$lo/ a control 2rou$ desi2n to test Pat" D a2ainst Pat" C'

(insert igure 1 about here)

&an/ intervention $ro2rams 9e'2', .e 00ender ;reatment
Pro2ramme [.;P] /6 !he *e5
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Davidson, A' R', + !accard, !' !' 9144' )aria3les t"at moderate
t"e attitude-3e"avior

relation: Results o0 a lon2itudinal surve/' 7ournal of
ersonality and *ocialsychology8 3;, 16-16'Ea2l/, A' H', + C"ai(en,
.' 91446' !he psychology of

attitudes$Harcourt Brace !ovanovitc" Colle2e Pu3lis"ers: ort
*ort"'

E$stein, .' 914K6' A22re2ation and 3e/ond: .ome 3asic issues on
t"e $rediction o0

3e"avior' 7ournal of ersonality8 :18 6-64'
doi:1'1111>F'1-

4'14K6't366K'

E/senc(, .' B' G', + E/senc(, H' !' 914K' Im$ulsiveness and
venturesomeness: t"eir

$osition in a dimensional s/stem o0 $ersonalit/ descri$tion'
sychological

'eports, /3, 1-155'

estin2er, %' 9145'A theory of cognitive dissonance' Evanston,
I%: Ro8, Peterson'

o, .', + %eic"t, .' 95' ;"e association 3et8een t"e
o00endervictim relations"i$,

severit/ o0 o00ence and attri3ution o0 3lame in mentall/
disordered o00enders'

sychology8 -ri&e @ aw,11, 55-' doi: 1'1K>1K611114

rude, N', Honess, ;', + &a2uire, &' 9144' -ri&eics
%% anual' &ic"ael and

Associates: Cardi00'
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Hanson, R' #', Gi??arelli, R', + .cott, H' 9144' ;"e attitudes
o0 incest o00enders: .eual

entitlement and acce$tance o0 se 8it" c"ildren$ -ri&inal
7ustice and Behavior,21, 1K-' doi: 1'11>46K5K411

Helmus, %', Hanson, #' R', Ba3c"is"in, #' &', + &ann, R'
E' 916' Attitudes su$$ortive

o0 seual o00endin2 $redict revidivism: A meta-anal/sis'
!rau&a8 Violence8 @

Abuse8 1/8 6-56$doi: 1'11>15K6K1

Hollida/, .' B', Heil3run, #' + ret?, R' 91' Eaminin2
im$rovements in crimino2enic

needs: ;"e ris( reduction $otential o0 a structured re-entr/
$ro2ram'

Behavioral *cience and the aw, 6, 61-' doi: 1'1>3sl'1

Hu33ard, D' !', + Pealer, !' 94' ;"e im$ortance o0 res$onsivit/
0actors in $redictin2

reductions in antisocial attitudes and co2nitive distortions
amon2 adult male

o00enders' !he rison 7ournal8 C9, 4-4K' doi:
1'11>6KK55K644K

!aco3son, N' .', + ;rua, P' 91441' Clinical si2ni0icance: A
statistical a$$roac" to

de0inin2 meanin20ul c"an2e in $s/c"ot"era$/ researc"' 7ournal of
-onsulting

and -linical sychology8 :98 1-14'

#roner, D' G', + &ills, !' ' 96' -ri&inal Attribution
%nventory (-'A%) &anual'
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Rees-!ones, A', GudFonsson, G', + oun2, .' 91' A multi-site
controlled trial o0 a

co2nitive s(ills $ro2ram 0or mentall/ disordered o00enders'
B-sychiatry, 12,Art'No''

Rettin2er, %' !' 9144' An
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.imourd, D' !' , + van de )en, !' 91444' Assessment o0 criminal
attitudes: Criterion-

related validit/ o0 t"e Criminal .entiments .cale-&odi0ied
and Pride inDelin=uenc/ .cale' -ri&inal 7ustice and Behavior,
2=, 4-1' doi:

1'11>46K5K4415

.$on, R' 91444' Corrective ;"in(in2 treatment manual: C"artin2 a
ne8 course

curriculum' Retrieved 0rom "tt$:>>888'trut"ou2"t'com

.$ran2, G' 9K' )ictim Im$act Panels: An eamination o0 t"e
e00ectiveness o0 t"is

$ro2ram on lo8erin2 recidivism and c"an2in2 o00enders attitudes
a3out

drin(in2 and drivin2' 7ournal of *ocial *ervice 'esearch, 22,
6-K' doi:

1'16>!4vn6X

./(es, G', + &at?a, D' 9145' ;ec"ni=ues o0 Neutrali?ation: A
;"eor/ o0 Delin=uenc/'

A&erican *ociological 'eview,22, -'

;a$$, !', ello8es, E', *allis, N', Blud, %', + &oore, E' 94'
An evaluation o0 t"e

En"anced ;"in(in2 .(ills 9E;. $ro2ramme 8it" mentall/ disordered
o00enders

in a "i2" securit/ "os$ital' egal and -ri&inological
sychology, 1/, 11'

doi: 1'16K>165565KS661K
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*alters, G' D' 9144' !he cri&inal lifestyle6 atterns of
serious cri&inal conduct'

Ne83ur/ Par(, CA: .a2e'*alters, G' D' 91445' ;"e $s/c"olo2ical
inventor/ o0 criminal t"in(in2 st/les' Part I:

Relia3ilit/ and $reliminar/ validit/' -ri&inal 7ustice and
Behavior, 22, 665'

doi: 1'11>46K5K456K

*alters, G' D' 9144K' -hanging lives of cri&e and drugs6
%ntervening with substance

abusing offenders$*as"in2ton, DC: ;a/lor and rancis'

*alters, G' D' 9' utcome e$ectancies 0or crime: ;"eir
relations"i$ to 0ear and

t"e ne2ative conse=uences o0 criminal involvement' egal and
-ri&inological

sychology, :81' doi: 1'16K>1655651K1K

*alters, G' D' 96' Develo$ment o0 a sel0-re$ort measure o0
outcome e$ectancies

0or crime' 7ournal of


	
8/11/2019 Banse_et_al.2013.PCA_AggViolBehav-libre (1).pdf

35/48

Pro-Criminal Attitudes and Recidivism 65

*are, !' + &ann, R' E' 91' Ho8 s"ould Zacce$tance o0
res$onsi3ilit/@ 3e adressed

in seual o00endin2 treatment $ro2ramsJ Aggression and Violent
Behavior8 1;84-KK' doi: 1'11>F'av3'1''4

*idman, %', + lson, &' 91' n t"e relations"i$ 3et8een
automatic attitudes and

sel0-re$orted seual assault in men'Archives of *e5ual
BehaviorEonline 0irst on

&a/ 6 1 as doi: 1'1>s15K-1-44-

*il(inson, !' 95' Evaluation evidence 0or t"e e00ectiveness o0
Reasonin2 and

Re"a3ilitation Pro2ramme' !he oward 7ournal, //, -K5' doi:
1'1111>F'1K-

611'5'65'

*itte, ;' D', Di Placido, C', Gu, D', + *on2, .' C' P' 9' An
investi2ation o0 t"e

validit/ and relia3ilit/ o0 t"e Criminal .entiments .cale in a
sam$le o0 treated

se o00enders' *e5ual Abuse6 A 7ournal of 'esearch and
!reat&ent8 1C, 4-5K'

doi: 1'11>1461K66

*ri2"t, D' ;', + &a/s, %' 9144K' Correctional Boot Cam$s,
attitudes, and recidivism:

;"e (la"oma e$erience'7ournal of
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$able ". 00ence-s$eci0ic $ro-criminal attitude scales in t"is
revie8'

'cale 'ubscales Paer*

A3el-Bec(er Co2nitions .cale 9ABC.orientation: L 1' 9*+ L 'K, rF
L '5
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' Hu33ard, +

Pealer 94

;CL 5 Corrective

;"in(in2

curriculum

develo$ed

3/ .$on

91444

Ho8 I ;"in( Tuestionnaire 9Barri2a + Gi33s, 144: si2ni0icant
di00erences 3et8een t"e $re- and

$osttests< $ost-treatment scores c"an2ed si2ni0icantl/ in t"e
undesired direction 0or all su3scales

ece$t 0or minimi?in2'

K' #roner, + &ills

9

stud/ 1:

;C L

.tud/ :

;C L 6

.tud/ 6:

;C L 6K

.stud/ :

;C L K

.tud/ 5:

;C L 5

.tud/ 1: no

treatment,

one-mont"

test-retest

.tud/ :

seual

o00ender

$ro2ram

.tud/ 6:

violent

o00ender

treatment$ro2ram

.tud/ :

su3stance

a3use

$ro2ram +

livin2 s(ills

$ro2ram

.tud/ 5:

5 sessions

treatment to

re$lace $ro-

criminal

3elie0s

.tud/

.i2ni0icant c"an2e 3et8een $re- and $ost-score onl/ 0or t"e
scales Alco"oland )ictimo0 Criminal

Attri3ution Inventor/ 9CRAI< #roner + &ills, 6

No c"an2e 0or t"e scales Personalit/, Ps/c"o$at"olo2/,
Attri3ution o0Crimeto Random o0 t"e CRAI'

)ictim, Alco"ol, Randomness 9CRAI 8ere $ositive correlated 8it"
eternal Blame scale o0 t"e Blame

Attri3ution Inventor/ 9BAI< GudFonsson + .in2", 14K4

.tud/ 6

.i2ni0icant c"an2e 3et8een $re- and $ost-scores onl/ 0or t"e
scales Alco"ol, )ictim, Random .cale

o0 t"e CRAI

.tud/

Pre-$ost-.core alco"ol treatment: ;"e Alco"ol Blame .cale score
o0 t"e CRAI reduces 9e00ect si?e dL

'Pre-$ost-scale livin2 s(ill $ro2ram: Ps/c"o$at"olo2/ Blame.cale
score o0 t"e CRAI reduces

si2ni0icantl/

.tud/ 5

nl/ t"e Alco"ol Blame .cale reduces si2ni0icantl/ 9small e00ect
si?e
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4' %e8is, &a2uire,

Ra/nor,

)anstone, +

)ennard 9

;C L 5]

^]$risoners

0or 8"ic"

$re- and

$ost-

treatmentscores o0

t"e CRI&E-

PIC. II

8ere

availa3le_

Practical

resettlement

assistancea ne o0 t"ree U'#'

accredited seual

o00ender

treatment

$ro2rams:

- Communit/ .e00ender

Grou$8or(

Pro2ram 9C-

.GP

- ;"ames )alle/

.e 00ender

Grou$8or(

Pro2ram 9;)-

.GP

- Nort"um3ria

.e 00ender

Grou$8or(Pro2ram 9N-

.GP

;reatment c"an2e

Post-treatment 165 $artici$ants 0all 8it"in t"e non-o00ender
ran2e o0 res$ondin2 0or

t"e t"ree o0 t"e o00ense-related>$ro-o00endin2 measures

- Co2nitive Distortions .cale 9C"ildren and .e Tuestionnaire<
Bec(ett, 14K

- Emotional Identi0ication 8it" C"ildren .cale 9C"ildren and .e
TuestionnairePost-intervention c"an2e data

- Co2nitive Distortions .cales 9Bec(ett, 14K: C"an2es in
a$$roac", not in avoidant

2rou$

- )ictim Em$at"/ Distortion .cale 9Bec(ett + is"er, 144: C"an2es
in a$$roac", not

in avoidant 2rou$

Grou$ di00erences
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CN L K1

1' &iddleton,

&andeville-

Norden, + Ha/es,

94'

;C L Internet se

o00ender

treatment

$ro2ramme 9i-.;P

Pre-$ost-treatment c"an2e

.i2ni0icant im$rovement in de0icits concernin2 socio-a00ective
0unctionin2 and a

decrease in PCAs 9)ictim Em$at"/ Distortions 9Bec(ett + is"er,
144 and Co2nitive

Distortions 9C"ildren and .e Tuestionnaire< Bec(ett, 14KNo
c"an2e 0or Emotional Con2ruence 9C"ildren and .e Tuestionnaire<
Bec(ett,

14K

' Rees-!ones,

GudFonsson, +

oun2 91

;I;L

;CL 5

C L 5

Reasonin2 +

Re"a3ilitation

&ental Healt"

$ro2ram 9R+R

&HP

Com$arison ;C and C $ost-treatment

-si2ni0icant less violent attitudes measured 3/ &)T 0or
total score and su3scales

9Co"ens d total score: d L ',p G '1 in ;Cs t"an Controls

Com$arison ;C and C at t"ree-mont" 0ollo8-u$

-si2ni0icant less violent attitudes measured 3/ &)T 0or
total score and su3scales

9Co"ens d total score: d L '6,p G '1 in ;Cs t"an Controls

6' .$ran2 9K ;C L 16

C L 5

6 )ictim Im$act

Panel

Pre-$ost-treatment c"an2e

Victi& %&pact 2anel attendees

- re$orted si2ni0icant less to continue drin(in2 and drivin2

- s"o8ed a si2ni0icant c"an2e in attitude to8ards drin(in2 and
drivin2 in e$ecteddirection

- s"o8ed a si2ni0icant c"an2e in consideration o0 conse=uences
in e$ected direction

- no c"an2es in attitudes re2ardin2 0airness o0 drin(in2 8"ile
intoicated la8s

-ontrols

- no si2ni0icant c"an2es 0or all measures

Recidivism 91-mont" 0ollo8in2 $ost-test data collection

4'6O 0or ;C
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$ro2ramme

9lo8er ris( male

seual o00enders

Note. ;I;L Intention to ;reat< ;CL ;reatment Com$leters<
;NC L Non-Com$leters< C L Control Grou$< PCAs L $ro-criminal
attitudes
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i!ure 1. A causal $at" model o0 $ro-criminal attitudes,
intervention, and criminal 3e"avior
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